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Tom James   F44681 

6828 Donerail Drive 

Sacramento, CA 95842 

916-870-9322 

vp.busdev@fcocrv.org 

Care Person 

Carol Julian   F269081 

318 Salt Creek Drive 

North Port, FL  34287 

941-276-3599 

care.prsn@fcocrv.org 
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By Steve Batorson 
 
 
 

This has been a tough year for recruiting new Board Members for our open positions.  We lost our Newsletter 
Editor the end of last year, and have not been able to find a replacement.  This caused a lack of  newsletters being 
sent out, so hopefully this newsletter will help catch us up on what’s going on.   

     We held an Area Rally in Gaffney in early March hosted by Tom James and Mary Costigan at the Spartan-
burg KOA. The rally featured a tour of the Michelin Tire plant that makes RV and truck tires and an extensive tour 
of the Freightliner Custom Chassis Assembly Plant.  A luncheon followed, hosted by FCCC and attended by most of 
the plant management team. We were privileged to have an open forum, where they answered all our questions. I 
would like to thank Bob Harbin and his entire team for doing this for us. 

Following the Spartanburg Rally, I led a caravan of a total of 41 coaches to the FMCA Perry Family Reunion. 
We put up our tent and had social hours daily, and one evening, we hosted a hot dog hamburger dinner. Typical for 
this area, if you’re in Perry you’re going to get rained on sometime during the event, and sure enough, the weather 
didn’t disappoint us. 

After Perry we held our National Rally in Hiawassee, GA, at the Bald Mountain RV Resort. Rally Masters were 
Katherine and Larry Henley and assisted by Rachel and David Cuthbertson. About 80 coaches attended this event. 
We were somewhat concerned about the weather, but it turned out to be fine. This resort is nestled in the Smokey 
Mountain foothills and would be a great place for a fall color rally. Katherine as usual came up with an entertaining 
gift exchange that kept us all on our toes. 

Moving on to August, I led a caravan into the FMCA Family Reunion in Redmond, OR. This time only about 12 
coaches participated.  Overall attendance at FMCA was published at 1476 coaches, smaller than the last time we 
were there. 

Our summer National Rally was at the Mill Casino in Coos Bay Oregon.  Barb Knutson and I with the help of 
volunteers, hosted this rally with 50 coaches attending.  We  thought we would have more attendees, but there 
were two rallies at this same location, prior to the Redmond Convention.  Some of our members attended with 
other clubs, so it hurt our attendance somewhat.  

In March, at the Business Meeting held in Hiawassee, GA, after some discussion, there was a motion from the 
floor to raise the dues by $5.00 per year. There was a second and the motion passed. The Board delayed the imple-
mentation to raise the dues until October 1st 2014 before it took effect. This is the only increase since the club was 
established in 1995, and will be used to offset everything that has been increasing over the past 19 years.  I found 
that our biggest expense has been the newsletter.  The second is travel costs for the FCOC Board. When the partial 
reimbursement for the Board was first started, fuel was around $2 a gallon and the reimbursement was only 25 
cents on the dollar, for everyone on the Board except the President. Now with fuel at close to $4 a gallon, it has 
become very expensive for our volunteer Board members to absorb all the cost in traveling for club business.  
Therefore, some of the increase in our dues will be used to boost the amount they will receive. We will stay within 
federal government guidelines at .56 cents per mile. That still doesn’t even cover the fuel when it is hovering at the 
point it has been.  This has hindered recruitment of Members to volunteer for Board Positions.  Some of our Board 
Members are doing more than one job just to fill these positions.   

We are looking forward to very productive upcoming years with our club, with more incentives for our mem-
bers, and more features in our Rallies. 

Happy and Safe Travels!        Steve Batorson, President 

 

Disclaimer 
FCOC is not to be held responsible for personal statements, opinions, or representation advanced in papers, newsletters, web site, in 
discussions at any meetings or its Internet site and Discussion Forums, or the validity of statements contained in any advertisements . 
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By Barbara Knutson 
 
January 13—17th, started 
off  the year with an Area 
Rally at 29 Palms RV Re-
sort hosted by Tom 
James and Mary Costi-

gan.  Read the full story in this newsletter..  Tom 
and Mary also hosted a Rally held at the KOA in 
Spartenburg/Gaffney, SC before the National 
Rally in Hiawassee, GA.  Attendees at Bald 
Mountain RV Resort in Hiawassee, gave rave re-
views and  I hear that everyone had a good time 
and enjoyed the card games and all the other 
things that Katherine and Rachel arranged.  We 
had  27 first timers.  I thank them for coming and 
hope they will come again. 
      The next National Rally was held at Coos Bay, 
OR, August 19 - 22.  We did not have as many 
coaches as we hoped for.  Some of our members 
had attended Pre Rallies at the same location 
prior to the FMCA Convention in Redmond.    
     We have four rallies scheduled for 2015.  
Please mark your Calendar to attend. 
 January 13—18, 2015 SEA, Tampa, FL Rally 

  Hosted by Roy Hopper  
March 29 to April 2, San Diego, CA 

QualCOMM Stadium hosted by Tom James 
and Mary Costigan  

April 20-24, Sun and Fun Resort and  

   Campground, Sarasota, FL,  
 Hosted by Steve Batorson and Barbara 

Knutson 
July 20-24, Amana RV Resort, Amana, IA 

 Hosted by Steve Batorson and Barbara  
 Knutson 

Registrations for these four Rallies are in 
this newsletter 

 October 19—23, Ver-El Mobile Village 
Concord, NC  There will be more informa-
tion on the WEB.   

The Following people were voted in for a two year 
term at the Redmond Business Meeting.. 
 
Barbara Knutson, Sr. Vice President 
Barbara Knutson, Treasurer 
Roy Hopper, National Director 
Roy Hopper., Vice President Operators,  East 
Tom James, VP Business Development 
 
Thank you to all who volunteered at our Rallies. 

Barbara Knutson, Sr. Vice President 
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The Future of  Our Club  

By Steve Batorson, President  

Last year in Sturgis, the Board of Directors 
began studying where our club is and where we 
would like to be in the future; a five year and be-
yond prospectus. We have gathered information 
and input from many sources. We have spoken 
with Freightliner, FMCA International (FMCA 
INTO), and over 100 members, beginning at Gil-
lette last summer, and going through the Red-
mond Rally, too numerous to count, either in per-
son, email or by phone.  

Here is some information as to where we 
were and are currently. In about 2007-2008,  we 
had 4500 active members. When the economy 
went down, we bottomed out at around 3200 + 
members. We are going back up now to just over 
3,500, but not at the rate it should be. Freight-
liner is producing some 6700 motorhome chassis 
per year. Some of the people purchasing them 
were already members of our club, and made a 
decision to purchase a newer coach. All new 
chassis come with a year paid for by FCCC even 
if you are already a member. Where we are los-
ing out, is with those who purchase a new coach 
and are not members of the FMCA. Our club 
charter states they must be a member of FMCA 
to be a member of our club. Looking at the fig-
ures we have of those people who purchase a 
new chassis, 90% are not already members of 
FMCA, and will not join the FMCA to become 
eligible to be members of our club. Further, more 
and more of our members are not renewing with 
FMCA and therefore could not stay in our club.  

From the information FMCA has published, 
they are losing around 5,000 members per year. 
The reason FMCA is losing membership is 
something their board will need to find out and 
take appropriate action, if required. 

 The FCOC Board’s concern was how to 
protect and grow our club. Presently, our club is 
in good shape with our financials, and the paid 
ahead dues, are being protected by holding 
them in CD’s. We polled many of our members 
to get information as to what our members would 
like to see our club become. 

The board has looked at what the benefits 
are with the club being in the FMCA. They are 
Liability Insurance, and that we are a subordi-
nate of their tax exemption which covered us as 
a 501(C)(7) tax exemption status. 

We have taken steps and received our own 

tax exemption and are looking at the cost of pur-
chasing the same liability coverage that FMCA 
has been providing. (This insurance will be in 
place very shortly.)  According to the IRS tax ex-
emption rules we will be able to keep all our 
capital, so long as it is used for its original intent 
which is paid ahead dues. 

On September 29th, the Board made the 
decision to leave the FMCA, as a Chapter and 
become a club of our own, which will be struc-
tured and governed as we were before.  We will 
redo the Chapter By-Laws and Standing Rules to 
fit our club.  The reason for doing this, is to pre-
serve and control our own destiny.  We are also 
an Incorporated Company, and that will all re-
main the same. 

With this now being done, we can now re-
contact the members who we lost due to them 
not wanting to join the FMCA again.  It also gives 
us the opportunity to have everybody who pur-
chases a coach on a Freightliner Chassis, and 
are the Original Owners, be eligible for a free 
year in our club. 

FCCC invests a huge amount of money sup-
porting our club.  They bring their Service Trailer 
and all the staff to support it, to our National Ral-
lies.  They also have been donating $5,000 per 
National Rally, which we use to offset the cost of 
the rallies to our members.  They have made 
some very forward looking proposals to us for 
advertising and newsletter improvements, along 
with other things to help us grow.  We would like 
to see them get more value for their donations by 
getting more members into our club and improv-
ing the attendance at our rallies.  I would like to 
see our members spread the word on the bene-
fits of owning a Freightliner Chassis.  In an effort 
to obtain this, we are holding more National Ral-
lies, on both sides of the country to cut down the 
long travel, between where members live and 
where the Rallies are being held. 

By the club leaving the FMCA for the reason 
of protecting, growing and making our club 
stronger, I want to state we are not advocating 
that individuals should leave the FMCA.  That is 
not our intent, whatsoever. 

 

Steve Batorson,  President 
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Bob Harbin, President, Freightliner Custom Chassis Corporation 

 

 
 
 

 
Greetings, FCOC Members: 
 
I hope you had a fantastic summer! Ours has certainly been an exciting and 
well-traveled one, as we continued to hit all corners of the country - and all 
points in between - enjoying our time with you at rallies and campgrounds, as 
well as with dealers, as we’ve helped them launch some exciting new coaches 
for 2014 and beyond.  
 

There are so many exciting things going on in our world, in fact, I thought it would be easiest to 
list them out for you here: 
 

 Perry FMCA rally. The damp weather certainly didn’t dampen the spirits of the many FCOC 
members we spent time with in Perry. With more than 2,300 coaches of all shapes, sizes and 
ages on site, Perry was once again a great way to get back to our roots and remind us of why we 
do what we do.  

 Winnebago dealer meeting. We were on hand in Las Vegas in April for the Winnebago 

dealer meeting, which saw the launch of several beautiful new coaches, including the Grand Tour, 
as well as the Journey and Meridian – both of which are being built on our new V-Ride suspen-
sion, the first single-axle rear suspension rated for 24,000 pounds. Overall, it’s easy to see some 
exciting things in the works for Winnebago and its product lineup, and we are happy to partner 
with them on so many innovative, high-quality coaches.  

 Newmar dealer meeting. We were deep in the heart of Texas in May for the Newmar dealer 

meeting, which saw the re-introduction of the iconic London Aire brand. The 2015 London Aire is 
a beautiful 45-foot coach riding atop an FCCC SLR chassis and powered by a 600hp Cummins 
15-literISX. It’s the perfect combination of beauty and brawn - and a wonderful addition to the 
Newmar product lineup. 

 New Monaco partnership. This spring also saw the introduction of a new partnership with our 
old friends from Monaco. Starting with the 2015 Dynasty, FCCC is now the chassis supplier for 
Monaco under the Roadmaster name. Roadmaster is a brand known throughout the RV world – 
and it’s now built with the quality and craftsmanship you’ve come to expect from FCCC.  
 
Lastly, we recently launched our 24/7 Direct app for Apple, Android and Windows Phone. Free of 
charge, the 24/7 Direct app puts the nationwide FCCC dealer and service network in the palm of 
your hand, meaning you have 24/7 access to our unparalleled customer service no matter when, 
and no matter where you are.  
 
As you can see, 2014 is shaping up to be an incredible year for FCCC, and we hope it’s doing the 
same for you. In the meantime, enjoy your time out on the open road, and I hope to see you 
soon.  
 
Happy trails,   
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 Twentynine Palms RV Resort Rally 
January 13 – 17, 2014 

By Mary Costigan, Assistant Rally Master 

Our Freightliner Chassis Owners Club had a Rally at the 29 Palms RV Resort January 13 – 17, 2014.  We 
had 44 coaches, and the weather was perfect. 

The theme of our rally was “Patriotic”, so, of course, we had set up a tour of the 29 Palms Marine Base, 
just 3 miles from where we were staying.  Our attendees all received a commemorative T-Shirt with the 
logo “Support our Troops” with the American Flag as the background.  Each motorhome also received a 
car American Flag, to put on their vehicles when they went to the base.  Some of our group had been sta-
tioned there at the base, so they wanted to see what changes had been made since they were there.  
Many of our members, had never toured the base before, so they were quite surprised to find city within 
a city, on base.  The base is set up to be completely self contained, with their own schools, theaters, mar-
kets, restaurants, housing, recycling centers, and a complete training area, with buildings fashioned to 
look like war zones. 

We had 4 days of Breakfast Buffets and 3 days of Gourmet Dinners, catered by Bruce’s Coyote Kitchen.  
The area surrounding 29 Palms offered a variety of entertainment, as well as, interests including nature 
and outdoor adventures, arts and culture, along with history and heritage.  Our tours of the Marine Base 
were broken into 3 separate groups, one group would tour each day, so the other two days were used for 
sightseeing.  We were within short driving distances to Joshua Tree National Park, the Hi-Desert Nature 
Museum, the Desert Christ Park, Pioneertown, to name a few. 

We held a raffle for two Patriotic Quilts I made for this rally to raise money for the YMCA Armed Services, 
which promotes Youth Development, Healthy Living and Social Responsibility.  We raised $548 in the Raf-
fle and the club topped off the raffle to an even $600 donation.  This is a great area for holding rallies, 
and many of our members want to return, because there was so much left to see. 

 

  
Above, checking out the military 

vehicles, below, Marines in 

training,  

Above, hearing about their Recy-

cling Center, and  

Bottom, Mock Training village 

Above, Patriotic Quilt winners  

Top—Don’t have her name 

Bottom—Linda Slycord 
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The FCOC Spring Rally was held in the 
Georgia Mountains at Bald Mountain Camping 
Resort on March 21 – 25, 2014.  It was early in 
the season for the full beauty of the mountains 
to blossom with its Dogwood and Mountain 
Laurel, but small mountain towns, and small 
family farms in the sparsely populated country-
side has its charm.  The camping resort with a 
mountain stream flowing into their private trout 
filled lake was ideal for the 150 club members 
and their 76 Freightliner Chassis coaches.   

The fun began in the campground pavil-
ion, a spacious and well-appointed facility, 
where breakfast and dinner were served daily.   
Meeting old friends and making new ones at 
the social hour was the prelude to fun and 
laughter that followed dinner each evening.    
Saturday night, “UP – Yours” a fun filled card 
game was played by everyone.  Winners took 
home a few extra nickels and losers left a few 
behind, and everyone took home the memo-
ries of the great camaraderie.  On Sunday 
night our Rally Master, Katherine Henley out 
did herself, shopping for and wrapping dozens 
of gifts that were given as numbers were called 
and she read a poem that directed you to swap 
your gift to another.  It was a fun game that 
eventually ended with everyone receiving a 
gift.  They say laughter is good for the heart, if 
so all our hearts improved that night.   Monday 
night, the Grand Finale featured Mark Robin-
son magician / comedian extraordinaire.  One 
could not separate the magic from the comedy 
it was so entwined.  The only one way to de-
scribe this guy is; he is hilarious! 

The Miniature Golf Tournament held on 
Saturday at the parks course was a spectacu-
lar event.  Eighty-seven club members partici-
pated in the “Shotgun Start” contest, filling the 
entire course with players at every hole.  Many 
players had never held a golf club in their hand 
before and enjoyed the day as much as the 
seasoned golfers.  The winner of the men was 
J. R. Robertson with a score of 36, and he re-
ceived a set of heavy duty jack pads donated 
by Summit Products.  The winner of the 

women was Connie Camp who scored 42 and 
received a pair of folding Chairs donated by 
FMCA.  Other prizes went to two men, tied for 
second with a score of 38 and the three 
women tied for second with a score of 43.  The 
highest score 66 also received a prize and she 
is looking forward challenging the winner at the 
next tournament.   
 Saturday and Sunday afternoon in-
volved women in “Crafts” lead by Linda Steck-
ley.  Thirty members participated in braiding 
and decorating t-shirts. 
In less than one hour plain inexpensive t-shirts, 
were transformed into designer shirts.  
 The “Ladies Tea” was another well at-
tended event with 42 gathering in the Pavilion 
Monday afternoon.  The tea table was elabo-
rately arranged by the caterer with a variety of 
teas, tea sandwiches, Mimosas, candy and 
cake-pops.   Games were played, enjoyed by 
all, and winners received prizes provided by 
the club from Bath and Body Works. 
 50/50 tickets were sold for door prizes, 
raising more than $700 to be split between the 
Club and S.A.F.E. ( Support in Abused Family 
Education) , a nonprofit organization operating 
domestic abuse shelters throughout Towns 
and Union Counties.  They also operate Thrift 
Stores in an effort to raise money for their im-
portant work.  The donation was received by 
the Director Margie Porter. 

Last, but certainly not least, the Freight-
liner Team held a seminar on “Knowing Your 
Chassis”.  The official seminar was one hour 
on Saturday, but the team remained answering 
questions throughout the Rally. 

There were so many compliments from 
those attending that it leads us to believe the 
hard work paid off and the rally was a success.   
Thanks go out to the many volunteers whose 
collective efforts made the entire event go 
smoothly.  

  

David Cuthbertson 
(Great Article David from Mary Costigan) 

         Bald Mountain Camping Resort 
Hiawassee, GA 

By  David Cuthbertson, Co-Assistant Rally Master 
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The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m. 
by President Steve Batorson.    The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.  There were 76 motor 
homes in attendance at the rally.  President Steve 
recognized the Veterans and First Timers. 

FCOC officers in attendance were President 
Steve Batorson, Secretary Linda Steckley, Na-
tional Director Roy Hopper, Vice President Busi-
ness Development Tom James, Vice President 
Area Operations West Katherine Henley, and 
Vice President Membership Mary Costigan.  Ab-
sent were Senior Vice President/Treasurer Bar-
bara Knutson, Alternate National Director Jim 
Robertson, and Web Master Dave Violette. 

President Steve gave an overview of the 
FMCA Organization and explained that FCOC 
was a chapter under the International Area, re-
ferred to as INTO.   

Motion was made by Ron Lee to accept the 
minutes of the previous meeting as published. 
Motion seconded and passed. 

No Treasurer’s Report was given.  A detailed 
report will be given at the next rally. 

Vice President Membership Mary Costigan 
requested that the membership update their e-
mails, addresses and phone numbers on the 
website.  Having correct information on the web-
site helps to reduce the number of newsletters 
returned.  She also encouraged members to re-
ceive the newsletters electronically.  It is a tre-
mendous expense for the Club when mail is re-
turned.  Total active membership is 3,700.    

Vice President Area Operations West Kathe-
rine Henley reported that the Nominating Commit-
tee was looking for candidates for the position of 
Sr. Vice President.   

President Steve Batorson reported that the 
Vice President Area Operations East was vacant 
and Roy Hopper was appointed to fill this vacant 
position. 

President Steve Batorson reported that since 
the election of FCOC officers are staggered, the 
election of Chapter officer positions will be held at 
the next meeting to be held in Redmond, Oregon. 

 

Old Business - None 
 
 
 

New Business  

 

President Steve Batorson reported that the 
Bylaws and Standing Rules Committee, consist-
ing of Dean Singer, Peggy Weyer, Linda Steckley 
and himself, completed their review and updating 
of FCOC’s Bylaws and Standing Rules. These 
documents were also reviewed by the Executive 
Board.  In the absence of the Chairman Dean 
Singer, Linda Steckley will be presenting the pro-
posed changes to both documents.  Linda asked 
for a motion from the floor to approve these docu-
ments.  Jerry Kapsos made a motion to approve 
the Bylaws and Standing Rules as amended, mo-
tion seconded and discussion occurred concern-
ing both documents.  After discussion of the 
amended Bylaws, they were approved unani-
mously by the membership.  After discussion of 
the amended Standing Rules, they were ap-
proved unanimously by the membership.   

Terrance McDonald made a motion to in-
crease the Chapter dues to $15.00, motion sec-
onded.  Discussion occurred.  Larry Steckley 
called for the vote, it was seconded and passed. 
The main motion was voted on by the member-
ship and approved. 

Charlie Steiner made a motion that the effec-
tive date of the increase in dues be immediately 
for new members and at renewal or the anniver-
sary date of current members.  Motion seconded.  
During discussion, Cindy Feindel made an 
amended motion to the main motion to give the 
Executive Board the authority to select a date the 
increase in dues goes into effect.  Amended mo-
tion was seconded and approved.  The main mo-
tion as amended now reads: Give the Executive 
Board the authority to select a date the increase 
in dues goes into effect.  Motion passed.   

Wanda Trash made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion was seconded and passed. 
Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Steckley 

Secretary 

FREIGHTLINER CHASSIS OWNERS CLUB MEETING 

HIAWASSEE, GEORGIA 

MARCH 23, 2014 
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The meeting was called to order at 8:15 a.m. by 
President Steve Batorson. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and invocation given by Katherine 
Henley. There were 74 members in attendance. 
President Steve Batorson recognized the Veterans, 
First Timers and Dave Kessler, President of INTO.  

FCOC officers in attendance were President 
Steve Batorson, Secretary Linda Steckley, National 
Director, Roy Hopper, Vice President Operations-
East Roy Hopper, Vice President Business Develop-
ment Tom  James, Vice President Area Operations-
West Katherine Henley, Alternate National Director 
James Robertson, and Vice President Membership 
Mary Costigan. Absent were Senior Vice President/
Treasurer Barbara Knutson and Web Master Dave 
Violette. 

Bob Harbin, President and CEO of Freightliner 
Custom Chassis Corporation (FCCC), gave a brief 
overview concerning FCCC. He said business was 
doing very good. Their walk-in van business, school 
bus and commercial bus businesses are all growing. 
The RV business in the Class A motorized diesel is 
growing the most. FCCC has 75% of the market 
share. Also in attendance from FCCC were Tony    
Sippel and Bryan Henke. 

Motion was made by George Sweeney to accept 
the minutes of the previous meeting as published. 
Motion seconded and passed. 

 
In the absence of the Treasurer, President Steve 

Batorson gave the Treasurer’s Report. Motion made 
by Katherine Hopper to accept the report. Motion 
seconded and passed. See report attached. 

National Director Roy Hopper gave an update 
from the Governing Board Meeting held on August 
13, 2014. FMCAssist Program was approved by the 
Governing Board with the budget being approved for 
2015 only.  

Vice President Membership Mary Costigan re-
quested that the membership update their e-mails, 
addresses and phone numbers on the website. Hav-
ing correct information on the website helps to re-
duce the number of newsletters returned. She also 
explained how to log into the FCOC website. In Au-
gust, 2014, there were 3985 active members, 1,462 
renewals and 572 new members. 

 
Old Business - None 
 
 

New Business  
In the absence of the Nominating Committee 

Chairman, Barbara Knutson, President Steve Ba-
torson  presented the Nominating Committee’s Re-
port listing candidates for offices that are due for 
election this  year. He asked for nominations from 
the floor. There being none, the nominations were 
closed. Jim  Slinger made a motion to accept the 
slate of officers from the Nominating Committee. 
Motion seconded and passed. The following indi-
viduals were elected: 

Senior Vice President, Barbara Knutson 
Treasurer, Barbara Knutson 
National Director, Roy Hopper 
Vice President Operations – East, Roy Hopper 
Vice President Bus. Development, Tom James 
 
President Steve Batorson explained that mem-

bership in the Club is declining and gave an  over-
view of how FCOC fits into FMCA. The Club is los-
ing potential members due to FMCA requirements. 
He also reported that there are a large number of 
individuals who are not FMCA  member but want to 
join our Chapter.  

In preparing for a possible withdrawal from 
FMCA, he reported that our Chapter now has its 
own tax ID number and acquiring Chapter and Offi-
cers liability  insurance. At the moment, our Chapter 
is financially sound but we are researching what is 
required to become an independent club should our 
membership continue to decline. He has  submitted 
a proposal to FMCA that would allow individuals 
who are not FMCA members to join our Chapter. He 
has not heard from FMCA concerning this proposal. 
He asked that members  contact him with their 
thoughts on how to get more members to attend ral-
lies and how to grow  our Club. A member made a 
suggestion to allow members to join without being a 
member of FMCA, but because of FMCA require-
ments, this suggestion was not valid. A discussion 
at end of meeting by a member, suggested that 
dealers give out the first year membership and  
FMCA should find ways to keep their new members.  

Larry Steckley made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting. Motion was seconded and passed.  Meet-
ing adjourned at 9:37 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,   
Linda Steckley 
Secretary 

FREIGHTLINER CHASSIS OWNERS CLUB MEETING 

REDMOND, OPEGON 

AUGUST 14, 2014 
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Spartanburg/Gaffney Area Rally 

March 10 – 12, 2014 
By Mary Costigan, Assistant Rally Master 

 

Tom James and I ran a small Pre-Rally, at the KOA in Spartanburg/Gaffney, SC prior to the FMCA 
Family Reunion held in Perry, .   Most of us took advantage of being in Gaffney, and had our coaches 
serviced.  A total of 7 coaches attended.  Included in our itinerary was a Factory Tour of the Freight-
liner Plant in Gaffney, and it was really eye opening, when you see how many of their chassis’ go out 
the door every day.  They were making many chassis’ powered by natural gas for UPS, school busses , 
and other businesses.  Of course, we were more interested in the manufacturing of our motorhome 
chassis’. I never realized the size of their plant, and how many people Freightliner employs.  They 
must be the biggest employer in town.  The tour took about 3 hours, that will tell you the size of their 
plant.  Freightliner even sponsored a very delicious luncheon for all the Rally attendees at the Hamp-
ton Inn located in Gaffney.  All of the management team were introduced and explained what their 
jobs were, followed by Q & A.  After lunch, everyone was given a very nice zippered bag filled with 
goodies, including Gaffney’s famous Strawberry Hill U.S.A Peach Cider.    

 
The rally included 2 breakfasts and 2 dinners, with a pot luck on the first evening.   Our breakfasts 
were catered by the Trackside Diner in town, and our dinners were from the famous Daddy Joes in 
Gaffney, known for their BBQ meats including BBQ Ribs and Chicken.  We had one dinner at their res-
taurant, and another dinner, brought to us at the KOA Club House. 
 
On Wednesday, we toured the Michelin Plant in Greenville, SC.  I’m glad I had on my walking shoes!   
Now I know why their tires are so desirable.  They don’t skimp on workmanship, quality and reliabil-
ity.  It was amazing to discover  B F Goodrich Tires come out of that same plant.  Of course, they said 
they don’t have the same quality as the Michelin tires do.  I didn’t understand that because they came 
off the same machines. 
 

On our last night after dinner, we played Mexican Train with almost all attendees.  The group of 
17 motorhomes wasn’t a large rally, but we had comments that they enjoyed this rally because they 
were able to get to know everyone, many becoming good friends and traveling buddies  

Thank you to all who attended, we enjoyed our time with everyone, and hope to see you down 
the road. 

 

Mary Costigan,  

Assistant Rally Master 
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Ladies Tea at Coos Bay 

 

Bald Mountain RV  

Resort Rally  

In Hiawassee, GA 

 

 
 
 

Above, at Coos Bay 
Rally 

 
Top—Thank you card to 
FCOC for their Donation 
 

Bottom— $500 Check 
being presented to  
Denese Morris of  
FOCCAS by Steve  
Batorson, Rally Master, 
and Barb Knutson, Asst. 
Rally Master 

$500 



17 

Coos Bay Pet Paparazzi Photo Shoot 

 

Indian Style Salmon Smoked in the Pit at Coos Bay 
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Freightliner Chassis Owners Club Rally 

In Beautiful San Diego, CA  

March 29 to April 2, 2015  

Save the Date—March 29 to Apr 2, 2015 

Limited to 150 Coaches 

Proposed Itinerary (More updates as we get closer to Rally) 

Rally Fees will be $249 per coach 

Dry Camping in the QualComm Stadium parking lot in San Diego for 4 nights 

3-day Pass for two on the San Diego Trolley located in the QualComm Stadium Parking Lot 

   which takes you to various points downtown and on to Old Town and Mission Valley. 

Motorhome Displays and Sales from La Mesa and Holland RV Dealers 

Nightly Cocktail Hour 

Vendors 

4 nights Catered Dinners 

Coffee and Donuts every morning, sponsored by La Mesa & Holland RV Dealers, San 

Diego 

Knowing your Chassis Presentation by Freightliner Custom Chassis Techs 

This Rally will follow the FMCA Convention in Pomona, CA.  Just a 2 ½ hour drive from 

Pomona. 

Accepting Reservations to keep your spot.  Rally fees due by January 31, 2015. 

Contact Mary Costigan, Asst. Rally Master at mary.costigan2@gmail.com or call                   

San Diego Trolley 
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FCOC Western Area Rally in San Diego, CA 
REGISTRATION FORM 
March 29 to April 2, 2015 

 
QualCOMM Stadium 

9449 Friars Road 
 San Diego, CA 92108 

 
  DATE:        

 

  PILOT       CO-PILOT       

 

  NAME ON BADGE FOR:  PILOT   CO-PILOT       

 

  ADDRESS    CITY    STATE  ZIP    

 

  PHONE      CELL        

 

  E-MAIL ADDRESS                 

                            

  ANY SPECIAL EVENTS, BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARY        

 

  FIRST TIME AT FCOC  YES         NO     HANDICAPPED PARKING?  YES      NO    

 

  COACH SIZE:  SLIDE-OUTS  YES           NO               HOW MANY?    

 

    RALLY FEE:  $249 PER COACH $190 SINGLE 

    EXTRA PERSON:  $ 149 EACH in Same Coach HOW MANY?   
 

  FEE INCLUDES:   4 NIGHTS DRY CAMPING 

   COFFEE AND DONUTS  EACH MORNING 
   (4) FULL DINNERS  

   SAN DIEGO TROLLEY (3) DAY PASS FOR 2   
 

  PLEASE SEND CHECK PAYABLE TO “FCOC” WITH THE REGISTRATION FORM BY JANUAR 31, 2015 

 

 Mary Costigan, Assistant Rallymaster 
900 Bradford Court, San Jacinto, CA 92583-6530 

(951) 452-2999 
mary.costigan2@gmail.com 

 
                TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED      CHECK #   

NO REFUNDS AFTER 3/15/2015 
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Cancellation Fee $25.  No Refunds after April 5, 2015 
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Freightliner Chassis Owners Club (FCOC) 

Membership Application 

□  New      □   Renewal 
 

Date     
 
FMCA #    OR Application Date      
    New Members without FMCA Number will be issued an FCOC  Number 
Name               
  First Name   Last Name   Nick Name 
 
Co-Pilot              
  First Name   Last Name   Nick Name 
 
Primary Phone (           )     Cell Phone (          )     
 
Mailing Address             
 
City     State  ZIP   Country    
 
E-Mail               
 
Chassis Manufacturer:  (Check One)  □   Freightliner      □ Oshkosh □   John Deere 
 
Manufacturer of Motor Home:    Model:       
 
Year   Length Ft. 
 
VIN of Chassis (last six digits)     
 
Purchase Date:   Month  Year   
 
Are you the Original Owner    □   Yes □    No 
 
Dues are $15 per year or 5 years for $70 US Dollars 
 
Send to:  Freightliner Corporation 
   C/O FCOC 
   552 Hyatt Street 
   Gaffney, SC 29341 
   (864) 487-1700 
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2015 Amana Colonies Rally 

Freightliner Chassis Owners Club 
 

 

Contact: Steve Batorson,  

Rally Master, (520)444-6772, President@FCOCRV.org 

Contact: Barb Knutson,  

Asst Rally Master, (561)703-5284, SVP@FCOCRV.org 

Description: FCOC Summer Rally in Amana IA 

Event Start Date: 7/20/2015 Event End Date: 7/24/2015 

We have planned a National Rally to be held at Amana Colonies RV Park lo-
cated at 3890 C Street, Amana, Iowa.  The dates for this rally will be July 20th 
through July 24th.   There are 100 sites available for the rally. 

We will have seminars, vendor, crafts, ladies tea, cards, entertainment, 
(Barefoot Becky), we will tour the Ackerman Winery and have a wine tasting 
party, Freightliner Techs and trailer, along with Happy hour each night.  We will 
have four dinners and four breakfasts. 

The cost is $300 for a coach with two occupants, $201 for single coach, and $99 
per person for extra persons attending. This includes the meals, camping, and 
entertainment.  If you wish to go in early or stay late the cost is $25.00 per night 
for camping. 

$25.00 CANCELLATION FEE AND NO REFUNDS AFTER 7/5/2015 

 

mailto:President@FCOCRV.org
mailto:SVP@FCOCRV.org
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DEADLINE  JULY 5, 2015 

Cancellation Fee $25.  No Refunds after July 5th 
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Routine Maintenance 

Radiator and Charge Air Cooler Maintenance 

Engine Compartment Maintenance 

 



25 

Preparation for Storage Check List 
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Preparation for Storage Check List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 



28 

 



29 

 



30 

Freightliner of Arizona Sacramento Truck Center Tom Nehl Truck Co. Truck Centers, Inc. 

9899 W. Roosevelt St. 100 Opportunity St. 383 SW Arrowhead Terr. 2280 Formosa Rd. 

Tolleson, AZ 85353 Sacramento, CA 95838 Lake City, FL 32024 Troy, IL 62294 

(623) 907-6642 (916) 286-2000 (904) 389-3653 (800) 669-3454 

Ser. Mgr. Larry Winiewicz (800) 485-8311 (386) 755-9527 Ser. Mgr. Brian Jubelt 
  Ser. Mgr. Lawrence Cowan Ser. Mgr. Rex Steven   

TAG Truck Center     Stoops Freightliner 

5712 Commerce Square San Diego Freightliner Ocala Freightliner Quality Trailer, Inc 

Jonesboro, AR 72401 6006 Miramar Rd. 3950 W. Hwy. 326 6105 Columbus Ave. 

(870) 972-8588 San Diego, CA 92121 Ocala, FL 34482 Anderson IN 46013 

Ser. Mgr. Brian Carter (877) 454-5456 (352) 840-0070 (765) 644-1400 
  (619) 564-3700 Ser. Mgr. Scott Pauley (877) 881-7993 

Truck Centers of Arkansas Ser. Mgr. Gene Hust   Ser. Mgr. Doug Dau 

11700 Valentine Rd.   Freightliner of Chattanooga   

North Little Rock, AR 72117 Southern Connecticut 137 Gateway Dr. Stoops Freightliner 

(800) 562-8875 Truck Center Ringgold, GA 30736 Quality Trailer, Inc. 

Ser. Mgr. John Siverd 15 East Industrial Rd. (706) 937-3700 12247 Declaration Dr. 
  Branford, CT 06405 Ser. Mgr. Ken Shumake New Haven IN 46774 

Truck Centers of Arkansas (800) 44-8480   (260) 749-8587 

2675 W Sunset Blvd. Ser. Mgr. Michael Beavton Truck Centers, Inc. (877) 518-2065 

Springdale, AR 72762   300 East Ashland St. Ser. Mgr. Jeff Bouck 

(800) 495-4551 Freightliner of Hartford Morton, IL 61550   

Ser. Mgr. Bill Partain 199 Roberts Street (309) 263-4240 Stoops Freightliner 
  East Hartford, CT 06108 (800) 397-4292 Quality Trailer, Inc. 

Delta Truck Center (860) 289-0201 x1118 Ser. Mgr. Cathie Jenkins 1851 W Thompson Rd. 

1082 S. Harlan Rd. Ser. Mgr. Scott Thayer   Indianapolis IN 46217 

French Camp, CA 95231   Truck Centers, Inc. (317) 788-1533 

(800) 400-4161 Orlando Freightliner 2981 E. Singer (877) 518-8221 

Ser. Mgr. Ed Cullom 2455 S. Orange Blossom Trail Springfield, IL 62703 Ser. Mgr. Mike Miller 
  Apopka, FL 32703 (217) 525-1280   

  (407) 295-3846 (800) 786-1280   

  Ser. Mgr. Lee Feeser Ser. Mgr. Randy Melvin   
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Oasis Network Discount Program Centers continued 

Truck Country Cedar Rapids  

700 29th Ave. SW 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52406  

(319) 365-0531 

(800) 332-6158 

Ser. Mgr. Chris Flockhart 

 

Truck Country Quad Cities  

2350 W. 76th St. 

Davenport, IA 52806 

(563) 445-5870 

Ser. Mgr. Darin Bohr 

 

Truck Country Decorah  

1653 State Highway 9 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-6551 

(888) 545-9297 

Ser. Mgr. Ray Clark 

 

Truck Country Dubuque  

10785 Route 61 South 

Dubuque, IA 52003 

(563) 556-3775 

(800) 553-3642 

Ser. Mgr. Ray Clark 

 

Harrison Truck Centers  

101 Plaza Drive Elk Run 

Heights, IA 50707 

(800) 582-5789 

Todd Rathbone 

 

Harrison Truck Centers  

PO Box 1708 

Waterloo, IA 50704 

(319) 234-4453 

Ser. Mgr. Rodd Rathnone 

 

TAG Truck Center  

215 Campbell Dr . 

Calvert City KY 42029 

(270) 395-8200 

Ser. Mgr. Randy Mathis 

 

Kent-Mitchell Bus Sales & Svc 

41430 East I55 

Hammond, LA 70403 

(985) 419-8347 

Ser. Mgr. Emile Musso 

 

Baltimore Freightliner  

2723 Annapolis Rd. 

Baltimore, MD 21230 

(410) 685-4474 

Ser. Mgr. John Blottenburger 

 

Freightliner of Grand Rapids 

5285 Clay Ave SW 

Grand Rapids MI 49548  

(800) 968-9680 

Ser. Mgr. Mark List 

Truck Center Inc.  

2880 Hwy 67 South 

Farmington MO 63640 

(573) 712-8817 

Ser. Mgr. Andy Vittoe 

 

TAG Truck Center 

3792 Hwy 67 No 

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901  

(573) 785-0193 

Devin Russom 

 

TAG Truck Center  

307 Lynual Drive 

Sikeston MO 63810 

(573) 471-7100 

Ser. Mgr. Mark Riney 

 

Truck Center Inc.  

747 E Taylor Ave.  

St Louis MO 63147  

(800) 325-8809 

Ser. Mgr. Larry King 

 

TAG Truck Center  

2448 McCullough Blvd 

Tupelo, MS 38826 

(662) 844-3262 

Ser. Mgr. Gary Greszier 

 

Albuquerque Freightliner  

12901 I-40W Frontage Rd. 

Albuquerque, NM 

(505)  833-1000 

Ser. Mgr. David Robinson 

 

Stoops Freightliner 

Quality Trailer, Inc. 

7800 Center Point 70 Blvd. 

Dayton, OH 45424 

(937) 236-4092 

(877) 518-0112 

Ser. Mgr. Mark Vonderhuval 

 

TSI Western Star   

385 South Bailey Rd. 

North Jackson, OH 44451 

(330) 538-3850 

(800) 388-3850 

Ser. Mgr. Kevin Shaulis 

 

Oklahoma City Freightliner & 

Western Star 

5301 I-40 West 

Oklahoma City, OK 73128 

(877) 621-0428 

Ser. Mgr. Bobby Boyd 

Tulsa Freightliner, Sterling & 

Western Star 

5104 W. 60th St. 

Tulsa, OK 74107 

(866) 599-8351 

(918) 445-5300 

Ser. Mgr. Ron Beaver 

 

Fyda Freightliner Pittsburgh, Inc. 

20 Fyda Dr. 

Canonsburg PA 15317 

(800) 393-2556 

Ser. Mgr. Brian Conkle 

 

Freightliner of Knoxville 

1413 Everett Rd. 

Knoxville TN 37932 

(865) 824-2400 

Ser. Mgr. Dwyane Overton 

 

TAG Truck Center 

112 E. L. Morgan Drive 

Jackson TN 38305 

(731) 423-3782 

Ser. Mgr. Kevin McAdams 

 

TAG Truck Center 

673 E Brooks Rd. 

Memphis TN 38166 

(901) 271-0445 

Ser. Mgr. Rusty Rushing 

 

Amarillo Truck Center 

2210 South Whitaker Rd. 

Amarillo, TX 79118 

(806) 374-1033 

(800) 753-1556 

Ser. Mgr. Paul Tarbet 

 

Dallas Freightliner & West-

ern Star 

4200 Port Blvd. 

Dallas, TX 75241 

(800) 580-2620 

(972) 225-4300 

Ser. Mgr. Justin Griffin 

 

Fort Worth Freightliner, Sterling 

& Western Star 

1804 NE Loop 

8 20 

Fort Worth, TX 76106 

(800) 580-9101 

Ser. Mgr. Steven Hancock 

 

Valley Freightliner 

524  Jacks  Lane 

Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 

(360) 848-0472 

Ser. Mgr. Jonathan Callis 

Truck Country Madison 

4195 Anderson Rd. 

DeForest, WI 53532 

(608) 249-1900 

(800) 837-7367 

Ser. Mgr. Jerry Brickheimer 

 

River States Truck & 

Trailer, Inc. 

6124 Chuck Lane 

Eau Claire, WI 54703 

(715) 874-4700 

(800) 944-5973 

Ser. Mgr. Henry Le Bakken 

 

Truck Country of WI 

2401 Progress Way 

Kaukauna, WI 54130 

(800) 236-5271 

Ser. Mgr. Matt Lueneburg 

 

River States Truck & Trailer, Inc. 

3959 N. Kinney Coulee Rd. 

LaCrosse, WI 54601 

(608) 784-1149 

Ser. Mgr. Steve Kemp 

 

Truck Country Marinette 

2890 Cleveland Ave. 

Marinette, WI 54143 

(715) 735-7020 

(888) 315-5995 

Ser. Mgr. Justin Gleiter 

 

Truck Country Milwaukee 

2222 W Ryan Rd. 

Oak Creek, WI 53154 

(414) 761-3384 

(800) 236-6061 

Ser. Mgr. Tom Foecker 

 

River States Truck & Trailer, Inc. 

690 Starr Lane 

Roberts, WI 54023 

(612) 339-1115 

(866) 994-3122 

Ser. Mgr. Glenn Zimmerman 

 

Truck Country Wausau 

2435 Trailwood Lane 

Rothschild, WI  54474 

(715) 359-9989 

(800) 348-9195 

Ser. Mgr. Mark Mattila 

 

Truck Country 

119 State Hwy 

11 

Shullsburg, WI 

53586 

(608) 965-4462 

(800) 362-1313 

Ser. Mgr. Mike Banghart 
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Change Service  
Change Service Requested 

 


